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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bloomington Viaduct, built in 1851, is located in the
Bloomington area of southeast Garrett County, just west of the
Allegany County line. It is a sandstone bridge of three full
center arches, each with a 56-foot span and a 28-foot rise.
When first built, it carried a double-track of the original
Baltimore and Ohio main line across the Potomac River to
Mineral County, West Virginia. 1In 1916 the viaduct was widened
to accomodate two more tracks. The addition is a Melan-type
reinforced concrete bridge of identical configuration built
against the south face of the original stone bridge.




& SIGNIFICANCE
—
110D
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING
—1400-14399 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —__ECONOMICS
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION
—1700-1799 __ART ' X ENGINEERING
X _1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
X 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY
_INVENTION

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW

—LUTERATURE

—MILITARY

—MusIC

—PHILOSOPHY
—POLUTICS/GOVERNMENT

G-T-E-0il

9

—REUGION
—SCIENCE
—SCULPTURE
_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
X_TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFICPATES 1851 and 1916

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bloomington Viaduct was built by the Baltimore and Ohio
ts original main line.
southern Garrett County

Railroad Company in 1851 as part of i
The construction of the B & 0 through
was a spur to the growth of this area
were initiated and farms and towns la
founded in 1849. It has been said th
"most imfortant single agency in the

County."

According to Carl Condit in his American Build

the B & O pioneered in the constructi
railroad bridges such as the Blooming

ia

at the railroad

Timber and coal mining
out, Bloomington being

was the

development of [Garrett]

on of multis

» U.S. Route 40, to the east of

Grantsyille in the northern portion of the county (National

Register).

logphe Baltimore and Ohio Railr
The Glades Star (Oakland, Maryland:
Society), Vol. I, $33 (March 31, 1949
Condit, American Buil
niques from the First
The University o

f Chicago Press,

Colonial Settlements

|
oad Thru Garrett County, "
The Garrett County Historical

), 329.,

ding, Materials

and Tech-




EZMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES G-I-E-0l
The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Thru Garrett County." The Glades Star.
[see section 8 for full reference].
‘oné™-, Carl W. American Building, Materials and Technigues from the First
Colonial Settlements to the Present. Chicago: The University of

Chicago Press, 1968.
jotes from the files of Robert Vogel, Curator, Division of Mechanical and
Civil Engineering, Smithsonian Instltutlon, Washington, D.C.

[LIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
UTM REFERENCES

Alllljlllllilj‘l!'LlJ BI._I_ILI._L_I_J_I_JLI—J—J—LI—L—'

ZONE EASﬂNG NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
Clgll I 1] Lot oty | Dll Ll LoV Loy, I

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTI €S FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
~~ STATE - CODE COUNTY : CODE
i8] FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Ronald Andrews, Historic Site Survey; Pamela James, Assistant Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust June and August 1975
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
21 State Circle (301) 267-1438
CITY OR TOWN STATE .
Annapolis Maryland 21401

mSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE ____ LOCAL _____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 3

TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer DATE

FOR NPS USE ONLY
-~ HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPE

ATTEg:'RECT OR. OFF}CE OF ARCHEOLOGY’AND HISTORIC PRESERVATIO

KEEPER OF THE NAT!ONAL REG!STER

GPO 8392.453




INSTRUL JTIONS

SEE

1207788520

NS
SF €
& §‘/ G-I-011
N MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET "
Sk
S NOMINATION FORM

for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

COMMON

Bloomington Viaduct

AND/OR HISTORIC:

B & O Viaduct

STREET AND NUMBER:

River, south of Maryland Route 135

CiITY OR TOWN:
I _Bloomington
STATE COUNTY:

i Garrett

CATEGORY

ACCESSIBLE
w STATUS
(Chock One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
O District [ Building O Public Public Acquisition: 3B Occupied Yes:
O Site X3 Structure  |K] Privote {0 !n Process [ Unoceupied O Restricted
O Object O Beth [ Being Considorod. [] Preservotion work Unrestricted
in progress O Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

O Agriculturol O Government O Perk K] Tronsportotion [0 Comments
O Commerciol O Industriol [ Privote Residence [ Other (Specity)

O Educationol O Militery O Religious

O Entertainment O Museum O Scientific

AME:”. :AA,‘ # :':4
Chessie System (f¢rmerly B & O Railroad)

STREET AND NUMBER:

C Nprth Charlts Street
Baltirl;ore Mary'
Ol SCRIPTION e

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Title Reference Cur B &

DATE OF SURVEY: O Federel O State O County O Locol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PSsS =709




G-T-E-Ou

(Check
(] Excellent X] Good ] Foeir [ Deterioroted ] Ruins [ ‘Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) _ (Check One)
] Altered &) Uncltered O Moved fX] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located in the Bloomington area of southeast Garrett County, just
west of the Allegany County line, the Bloomington Viaduct spans the
Potomac River and is visible from several points along Maryland Route

135.

The viaduct is a three arch stone bridge that was erected in the
mid 1800s and is still in use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bloomington Viaduct is a mid nineteenth century multispan
masonry railroad bridge that spans the Potomac River in southeastern
Garrett County. It was built by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad which,
according to Carl Condit, pioneered in this type of bridge construction.
(American Building, pp. 71-73.) The viaduct is the only known example
of this form of bridge in Garrett County although a single arch masonry
structure spans the Casselman River on the National Road, U.S. Route L0,
to the east of Grantsville in the northern portion of the county.
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Bloomington Viaduct

T —

The Bloomington Viaduct across the Potomac River marked the beginning
of the Baltimore and Ohio's ascent of Big Savage Mountain, the Allegheny
backbone. (The B & O Railroad Museum, Inc., Collection.)

Dilts, James D.

G-I-E-011
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1993 The Great Road: The Building of the Baltimore and Ohio, The Natiod's

First Railroad, 1828-1853. Stanford, California:

Stanford University

Press.




